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July 21, 1914
[Written in pencil] Ans 8/1
[Written on Testimony Publishing Company letterhead]
[Handwritten letter]
My dear Mr. Stewart:
As I think and pray over the matter concerning which I wrote you a day or two ago, there is one supreme
principle which has come clearly before me, by which I have determined, by God’s help, to be guided,
namely, Not to permit any self-interest consideration of any kind – as to name, or remuneration, or future,
or pleasant surroundings, or associates,- have any weight whatever, but only His will, and to look
ultimately only to Him for guidance as to what I ought to do; and in this Mrs. Stephens agrees with me,
and I am sure that you do also. But it seems to me that I should write you about it, so that we may know
that we are at one in this respect, and so may be able to claim the fulfillment of Christ’s promise—Matt.
18:19. In the second place, as I recall how emphatically Dr. Torrey urged that I say nothing to anyone
about this matter, I am wondering if he would not be displeased if he knew I had written to you. He did
not tell me not to write to you; and under the circumstances perhaps I ought to tell him when I write him
in a few days that I have written you – not at all to take the matter the least bit out of Dr. Torrey’s hands,
but for counsel and prayer. In the third place, before Dr. Torrey came, I had written an article about the
Los Angeles Bible In[Page 2]
stitute for the August “Moody Church Herald,” which you will probably see; but I wish you to know that
it was written before it even entered my head that Dr. Torrey contemplated making any suggestion as to
my going to Los Angeles. Kindly pardon my having written you freely about all these matters. I feel
nearer to you than to anyone else out there, for, although little is said, there appears to me to be a deeper
spiritual sympathy and kinship. If I could come and work in close fellowship with you, nothing, humanly
speaking, would seem to me more desirable, and yet not even this (were such a privilege possible) must
have weight, but only His will, as He is pleased to reveal it. Yours in sincerest Christian love,
Thos. E. Stephens.
[Handwritten in top left corner of the letter]
Please return
L. S.

